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It all began with a conversation…

…then OLLI

Hollywood
Growing up 
Disney

Life in Southern California 
from 1930s to 1990s

Built a yacht to sail 
around the world

Parents were both artists

Famous 
boyfriend

World travels
Amazing career as 
educator, writer & 
product developer

Ray Patin
Productions



So, what is it about this new book?

Twelve years’ work for Renée and six for Gretchen

Two publishers: first Theme Park Press then BearManor Media

Five versions

Large format 8.5 ” by 11” by 1.5”

485 pages

1000 Photos--It's a Storybook

22 pages of credits (two years for Disney)

Copyrighted

Licensing agreements + Liability insurance + Artist Fees = No vacations

Author recovering

Photos on just about every page



What does a book “producer” do exactly?

Helped take a 
manuscript 2/3 finished 
and turn it into what you 

see today

Edited and proofread 
multiple times

Assisted with order of 
book

Organized the team 

Laid out book so photos 
made sense with copy

Contacted publishers--
reviewed their contracts; 

kept multiple files per 
chapter organized for 

each publisher

Researched copyright 
issues and obtained 

permissions for over 400 
photos

Applied for copyright

Promotion Held author’s hand



Lots of organizing: Spreadsheets for every chapter with tons of notes



Folders for 
photos: color 
and 
black/white

And now 
the main 
event!



Part I 
Beginning 



Maxine 
Once Upon a Time



Ray Dreams of Disney



A Cartoon Courtship



Prenup…Nuptials…Postnup



44 Years of Marriage Cartoon Style



Announcing 
Potsy



My Life in Pictures



POTSY:  Separated at Birth from Winston…and  United with Walt



The 
Disney 
Dream 
Comes 
True



Burbank,Thanks to the Seven Dwarfs  

1939                                                                                                              1940



The Patins of Burbank



A View of 
Burbank

1924



In the Shadow



On the “Wrong” Side of the Glitter and Glamour



Daddy Draws Donald for Disney



And he drew 
the dancing 
mushrooms 
for Fantasia



The 
Disney Gallery of 

Old Masters



Two Dancing Ducks dedicated to Degas



The Quackeries Come to Life



With Robert Benchley in Burbank 1941 & in Sierra Leone 1995



What’s Different in These Two Photos?  And Why?



School Days 
ABC’s



W is for 
Wood,Natalie

Which one is 
the movie 
star?



War on the Home 
Front



Burbankers Born to the Actor’s Life 



Sex Lessons and How They Were Learned



Part II
Becoming



UCSB 1944 and Now



A is for Academia, B is for Beach, C is for Campus



G is for Gaucho



¡Olé  Olé  Olé! 



H is for Hollywood Calling



Crossroads of the World



Ray of Hollywood



What’s 
Wrong 

With This 
Picture?



Ads for Ads



Animation Accolades



Christmas Time…TV Time



I is for Imagineering



X is for XOXO



Part III  
Being



Potsy in Grown-up Land



Miss Patin,Teacher



Mrs. Farrington, Boat Builder



A Yachting We Will Go



Adventures in Print



Maxine 
Patin

Artist



I Gotta Have Art

OLLI@CSUMB



Why are these cartoons different?



Because you won’t find the 
Peanuts Gang in the 22 pages 
of credits.



Adventures Far From the Sign

Nairobi, Kenya Beijing, China Cappadocia, Turkey



Rick’s Café,
Casablanca,
Morocco

A reproduction of a place that 
never existed until it was created 
on a Warner Bros. set in my 
hometown, Burbank.



Lessons from Beyond the Sign



The End is the 
Beginning



Let’s talk: Q & A

Take a treat

Browse memorabilia

Book signing

Five formats:
Softcover, black/white; 

Softcover, color; 
Hardcover, black/white; 

Hardcover, color; 
Kindle e-book in color on 

Amazon

Available online through my site, 
BearManor Media.com, Amazon, 

Barnesandnoble.com, 
Walmart.com

ReneeFarrington.com


